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The work of the American Bible Society is both missionary and benevolent. 


To all classes in 


this country the Bible ts sold at the mere cost of publication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, and given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


NOTICE. 

The fiscal year of this Society closes on 

Saturday, the 3oth day of March, and remit- 
tances which are to be acknowledged among the 
receipts of the year must reach the Bible House 
on.or before that day. 
Treasurers of auxiliary societies are earnestly 
invited to forward promptly the funds which 
come into their hands, either directly to the 
Treasurer at the Bible House, or through the 
Society’s District Superintendents. The annual 
reports of auxiliaries should be sent also, and 
any information concerning the decease of life 
members and directors or their change of resi- 
dence, that the proper corrections may be made 
before printing the Annual Report. 


THE POWER OF THE PRINTED BIBLE. 


We present herewith portions of the paper pre- 
pared by Secretary Gilman, for the General Confer- 
ence of Missions, held in London, in June, 1888. 
The entire paper has been published in pamphlet 
form, and will be sent to any who may apply for it. 


The object of this paper is to maintain the thesis 
that the circulation of the Holy Scriptures among the 
nations is of no less importance than the oral preach- 
ing of the gospel. We maintain that the conversion 
of souls and the extension of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom are ever to be sought by bringing men into con- 
tact with the Bible as one book, complete, entire, 
and unique; by putting them under the influence of 


the written word, translated into their own familiar 


speech, reproduced by pen or type, circulated so 
freely that every man may see with his own eyes 
the words of the law and gospel, and then, if need 
be, expounded and applied, until they believe to the 
saving of the soul. And. this involves the whole 
work of translating, printing, circulating the Scrip- 
es of the Old and New Testaments among all 
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I. We are led to this conviction by considering the 
end which is sought. The heralds of the gospel go to 
proclaim a coming kingdom ; to found an institution ; 
to organize a new order of things; to set in operation 
a train of influences for generations and centuries. 
It is sought to build an enduring structure on the 
foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner-stone. Teaching, 
discipling, preaching, evangelizing (whatever the 
term used to designate the act enjoined in the great 
commission), employs and must employ the written 
word addressed ‘to the eye, no less than the spoken 
word which reaches the ear. The two methods must 
go together, with the assurance that no nation can be 
said to be evangelized until it has the entire Bible in 
its native tongue, put within the reach of all its 
people. 

These two methods of publication move on parallel 
lines. When the words of the Lord came to Jeremiah, 
the prophet, they were emphasized and made perma- 
nent by being written down in a book from which 
they could be read, again and again, to all the crowds 
that assembled at Jerusalem. When Geraldus Cam- 
brensis would publish his works ii Wales, he “ had a 
pulpit erected in an open thoroughfare in Brecon, 
from which he read them aloud to passers-by, 
who, if any desired to obtain copies, might have 
opportunity to get them transcribed.’? When Wyc- 
liffe’s translation was finished, he multiplied copies 
by the aid of penmen, and through his poor priests 
commended it to the people. “In their hands (says 
Lingard) it became an engine of wonderful power.” 
When Frederick I. of Germany would give the 
widest circulation to his inaugural proclamation, 
he directed that it be placarded throughout the 
empire. 

If to weaken the position I have taken, it be said 
that the Master himself wrote no sacred book, 
indited no catholic epistle, committed no sentence 
to parchment; we answer that he was the: excep- 
tional teacher. Jesus himself baptized not, but his 
disciples. So he discoursed,and they treasured up 
his discourses; made careful record of his deeds; 
selected and set in order the things most worthy to 
be remembered; and thus supplemented the ancient 
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Scriptures by the new, and filled out the book which 
we call the Bible. 

We concede that “Christianity did not s/aré as a 
volume, but as a voice.” But the voice gets perma- 
nence and power by means of the volume in which 
it is recorded. That Christianity is a power in the 
world to-day, is due in large measure to this book of 
our religion. There were other apostles besides Paul, 
but what influence of Matthias or Philip or Andrew 
is comparable to that which has been exerted through 
the writings of Peter and Paul and John, included in 
the sacred canon? There were other words spoken 
by the Master and other things which Jesus did, but 
no word of his has lived in tradition, no reported act 
of his has gained universal credence in the church, 
except those which were written down in this book 
before the death of the beloved disciple. 

Therefore we think that wise men, going to the 
Scriptures for counsel, will find in the example of 
Christ and his apostles convincing proof that the 
divine plan for the renovation of the world requires 
that all missionary effort should include the circula- 
tion of the Holy Bible as one of the prime agencies 
by which the darkness of the earth is to be dispelled. 


II. We notice how it has ever been the instinct 
and practice of the Christian Church to publish its 
message of glad tidings by translations of the Holy 
Scriptures and the multiplication of copies. 

Cardinal Wiseman has indeed said, boasting of the 
antagonism between Rome and Protestant principles: 

“We give not the word indiscriminately to all, 
because God himself has not so given it. He has 
not made reading an essential part of man’s constitu- 
tion, nor a congenital faculty, nor a term of salvation, 
nor a condition of Christianity.. But hearing he has 
made such.’’ And he adds, that, “as God did not 
furnish the Church with the means, nor with the 
command, so he has not instilled into her that spon- 
taneous impulse that guides her to new duties, in 
favor of this mode of propagating the faith.” 

But surely God has given this book to mankind in 
the same sense in which he has provided all the 
resources of nature for our use; and the instinct of 

_man to learn by reading is no less characteristic of 
the race than the instinct to learn by hearing. 

And as we read church history, it is manifest that 
the instinct of the Church has been to translate and 
multiply copies of God’s word, and to diffuse them 
as widely as its opportunities would allow. Syriac 
and Latin translations of the Bible and three Greek 
versions of the Old Testament, had been made by 
the end of the second century. Within two hundred 
years more, the Scriptures could be read in Coptic, 
Sahidic, Armenian, Ethiopian, and Gothic. 

At the very outset of his missionary life, before 
leaving England, William Carey said to William 
Ward, a young printer to whom he was introduced 

in the streets of Hull: “We shall want you in a few 

years to print the Bible; you must come after us he 
and when Phineas R. Hunt, a missionary printer for 
’ thirty years—first in India, and then in China—came 
to die, his heart poured out thanksgiving “that this 
grace had been given to him, that he should pring 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.” 
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The American Board was incorporated in 1812, to 
propagate “the gospel in heathen lands by support- 
ing missionaries and diffusing a knowledge of the 
Scriptures ;” and the act of the legislature provided 
that a certain portion of its revenues “should be 
used to defray the expenses of imparting the Holy 
Scriptures to unevangelized nations in their own lan- 
guages.” The Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was organized in 1819 as a Mission- 
ary and Bible society. 

The only versions of the Scriptures. published by 
the Roman Catholics in any East Indian language 
are a Hindustani New Testament by Dr. Hartman, 
North India, 1864, and Tamil Gospels and Acts, in 
1856. ‘Copies of these are not ‘procurable in the 
Calcutta bookshops.” 

Said a Roman Catholic priest in India: “To show 
the Scriptures, without long previous preparation, to 
a pagan for the purpose of exciting him to a spirit 
of inquiry, or even to a desire to know the truth, is 
in my opinion an absurdity. I have under my care 
from seven to eight thousand native Christians, and 
I should be very much troubled to find, among them 
all, four persons capable of understanding the sense 
of the Bible, or to whom the simple text of the Bible 
could be of any use.”’ 

Similar illustrations may be taken from the west 
side of the Atlantic. One of the firstfruits of Protest- 
ant effort for the salvation of the Indians of North 


_America was John Eliot’s Bible; a great achieve- 


ment; a marvellous work; commenced in 1659, less 
than thirty years after the settlement of Plymouth; 
completed in eight years; the version being made in 
a language which had no literature and had never 
been reduced to writing ; comprehending the entire 
Bible—not in paraphrase, nor with adaptation to 
liturgic use, nor with comment, but with strict adher- 
ence, from Genesis to Revelation, to the sacred text ; 


a whole volume of the Scriptures, with just onze leaf 


of catechism; published in repeated editions, at a 
time when book-making was costly and in its in- 
fancy ; absolutely the first case in history of the 
translation and printing of the entire Bible in a new 
languageas a means of evangelization ; and blessed 
of God to. the enlightenment and salvation of souls. 
It is said that Eliot lived to see six Indian churches, 
with 1,000 native members. This was English zeal 
transplanted to American soil. 

The work thus begun by the fathers has been con- 
tinued by their sons; and on both sides of the line, 
in British America and in the United States, the 
Chistianization of the Indian has been based upon 
the Scriptures in their own tongues as indispensable 
to success. Of the Dakota Scriptures alone more 
than 1,300 were called for last year. 

The Jesuit missionaries, on the other hand, have 
pursued a different plan, in their strenuous efforts 
for the conversion of the aborigines, at numerous 
stations through the great valleys of the St. Lawrence 


and the Mississippi, from Montreal to New Orleans — 


never, so far as I can ascertain, printing the whole 
Bible or even entire books of the Bible, nor aiming 
to circulate such portions of the Scriptures as they 
have found it desirable to print. a, 

In view of such a record, the charge as formulated 
by Reuss, remains true, that ‘‘the greater the dis- 
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tance from the birthplace of the Reformation, the 
less is the Bible used as a means of religious training 
among Catholic people;” and we have to receive 
with large qualification the utterances of the bishops 
and archbishops in their Baltimore Synod in 1884, 
in which they reminded their adherents that “ the 
most highly valued treasure of every family, and the 
one most frequently and lovingly made use of, should 
be the Holy Scriptures.” 


Ill. We cite the results of repeated experiments 
made by the Roman Catholic Church as a demonstra- 
tion that, if nations are to be grounded upon the 
truth and built upon the foundation of apostles and 
prophets, the Bible must be given them. The history 
of Congo is instructive ; that of Japan hardly less so. 

In Congo, Portugal upheld the Romish Church 
from 1500 for two centuries. The Catholic faith flour- 
ished there. One hundred churches were built; at 
one time all the adults had been baptized; one mis- 
sionary baptized 13,000; another 50,000 in five years ; 
another 100,000 in twenty years; masses, penances, 
rosaries, crucifixes, medals, confessionals, abounded : 
but there were no schools, no translations of Scrip- 
ture, no pains taken to make the people acquainted 
with the Bible; and when the Portuguese power was 
withdrawn from the land, the priests also withdrew, 
and as the result of their departure, it is said, every 
vestige and fragment of their religion died out. 

Xavier went to Japan in-1549. He seems to have 


made some attempt to reach the people through the. 
Scriptures, and although he did not understand the . 


language, he read in public assemblies with great 
effect a version of the Gospel of Matthew, made by 
his interpreter, and prepared in Roman letters. His 
own success, however, was small. It does not appear 
that his successors translated other parts of the 
Scriptures, but in their way they propagated Chris- 
tianity, counting, thirty years afterwards, 200 churches 
and 15,000 converts. At a later date the Christians 
numbered 600,000, and the new faith, accepted by 
princes, admirals, generals, and noblemen, became 
dominant, with every prospect of permanence. The 
intense persecution which followed, with fire and 
sword and every cruel device, and the futile attempts 
to turn the converts back to paganism, proved the 
heroism of their character and the strength of their 
faith. But this is the striking fact, that Christianity 
was practically extirpated, without leaving any per- 
ceptible trace upon the morals and character of the 
people among whom it flourished for three-quarters 
of a century. At least one element of permanence 
was lacking. The priests had never given them the 
Bible. . 

Contrast this with the annals of the martyr church 
of Madagascar. In 1820 we see a pagan nation, un- 
taught, with no literature, no books, no manuscript, 
no alphabet. — 

In 1830, hundreds of pupils had been under Chris- 
tian instruction, a printing-press had been erected 
four years, a translation of the New Testament had 
been made, and 5,000 copies had been printed. But 
thus far there was not a single avowed believer. On 
‘the 29th of May, 1831, twenty converts were baptized ; 
- the firstfruits of eleven years of toil and prayer. 
~ In 1835 and 1836, the missionaries, forbidden longer 
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to preach and teach, withdrew from the country, 
leaving behind them the printed Bible, complete, in 
the hands of 1,000 adherents, 200 of whom were com- 
municants. Persecution ensued—bitter, relentless, 
chronic. “Death was threatened to any native who 
should read the Bible, pray to God, receive baptism, 
or join the communion of the Christians.’’ For a 
quarter of a century, persecution raged, and 10,000 
persons were sentenced to penalties of different kinds, 
including torture and death. Worship was held in 
secret; the Scriptures were buried for safety, and 
read only by stealth ; and when the supply of printed 
Bibles failed, many busied themselves by copying 
out portions with the pen. Says Ellis (page 161): 
“T brought home no memorials of the persecution 
in Madagascar more deeply affecting than some of 
those fragments of Scripture, worn, rent, fragile, 
and soiled by the dust of earth or the smoke 
in the thatch at times when they have been con- 
cealed, yet most carefully mended by drawing the 
rent pages together, with fibres of bark, or having 
the margins of the leaves covered over with stronger 
paper.” 

Unlike Congo and Japan and Corea, the church of 
Christ in Madagascar, when bereft of foreign teachers 
and guides, had the Bible complete in their own 
tongue, a perfect rule of belief and duty in all things 
needful to salvation; and fed on such spiritual food 
during those twenty-six years of persecution, the 
Christians increased in number from 1,000 to 7,000, 
and the actual communicants from 200 to 1,000. 
During these years the Christians had been desti- 
tute of all human guidance and all human aid. No 
European teacher or preacher had gone in and out 
among them. God had been their helper, and the 
Holy Spirit, who, as the Christians said, was the 
best teacher, had been with them, and these were 
the marvellous results. 


IV. It may be admitted that there is some diversity 
of opinion among missionary workers as to the value 
of the printed book unaccompanied by explanations 
and comments. Such divergence of views is to be 
expected. 

Let us remember, however, that it is not a ques- 
tion between the Bible alone and preaching alone 
which we are called to decide as a practical matter. 


“No one thinks of relying upon the Scriptures without 


explanation for the full enlightenment of the world. 
Missionaries as well as books, evangelists as well as 
Bibles, must be sent to all lands where Christianity 
is unknown. But the missionary without the Bible 
is like David going forth to meet the champion of 
the Philistines without any stones for his sling. 
- The testimony concerning the power of the printed 
Bible from those who have tested it in foreign lands, 
is varied and conclusive. ‘‘The paramount import- 
ance of the services of Bible societies on heathen 
ground has been forcibly set forth by an eminent 
churchman when he declared that, if the choice were 
to lie between the Bible without the teacher and the 
teacher without the Bible, he would unhesitatingly 
elect the former.”’ 

Said Dr. Wm. Goodell: “The Bible is our only 
standard, and the Bible is our final appeal. And it 
is even more necessary for us than it was for the 
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reformers in England, because we are foreigners. 
Without it, we could say one thing and the priests 
another; but where would be the umpire? It would 
be nowhere, and all our efforts would be like beating 
the air.” 

Speaking of the importance of the press, Myron 
Winslow says: “In no way can the missionary reach 
by the living voice effectually the millions scattered 
over this widely-extended land. Truth on the printed 
page can go where he cannot find entrance, as into 
the temple, into the women’s apartments of the 
house. It can be carried forth, as winged seeds are 
carried by the wind, in various ways, and scattered 
broadeast. Nor is it in vain; seed thus scattered 
sometimes falls in a fruitful place. 

The Rev. Alexander Williams has said: “I have 
no doubt that the manifest change of feeling and 
demeanor which is now so evident in many parts of 
China is due, not only to our journeys and preaching, 
but greatly co the silent but telling influence of the 
printed page.’’ 

Our most recent reports from China tell of the 
wonderful power of the stories contained in the 
Bible; there is nothing like them for kindling an 
interest, quickening mental activity, encouraging the 
dull and stupid to learn. Says the Rev. H. D. Porter: 
“China is a vastly overpreached country, wherever 
the missionary and his helpers have gone; talked 
dull and blind, perhaps, by a fatal facility of illustra- 
tion; while many of the people and of the church 
members are uzdertaught in the Bible.’ 


V. But the importance of the printed book is fur- 
ther demonstrated by cases constantly occurring in 
every part of the world, where, in advance of all oral 
instruction, the Bible is proving itself a power for 
enlightenment and salvation. The individual and 
special cases are so numerous and striking that one 
hesitates which of them and how many to cite. 

I might tell of an Armenian Evangelical Church at 
Perchenj, near Harpoot, of which the missionaries 
knew nothing till a colporteur one day reported that 
he found seventy men assembled in a stable listening 
to one of their number reading to them from a Bible 
which he had bought in a neighbouring town. 

I might refer to the laying of the corner-stone of 
an adoée church in an Indian village in Mexico, which 
I witnessed in 1879, built to shelter a little company 
‘whom an Indian had gathered around him, without 
any conference with the missionaries, that he might 
read to them the wonderful things which he found in 
the Bible. 

": I might repeat the oft-told story of Wakasa, part of 
which was narrated in the Mildmay Conference of 
1878, the first Japanese to receive Christian baptism ; 
whose attention was called to Christianity by a Testa- 
ment in a strange tongue which he picked up in the 
harbor of Nagasaki in 1854; and who came twelve 
years afterwards to the missionaries with a request 
that they should baptize him. Fourteen years after- 
wards, his daughter presented herself at the mission 
house in Nagasaki, and asked for baptism for her- 
self and her attendant, reporting that her father had 
brought her up in the Christian faith; and in 1883 
another of the family appeared, who said that for 
seventeen years he had carried the Bible with him 
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and had read it daily, and that he wished to have 
his daughter received for baptism. 

How marvellous the permanence of a record and 
its power to perpetuate facts and transmit them 
to other lands and other generations! A friend 
of mine from Michigan, walking by the shore at 
Iscanderoon, had his attention attracted by a scrap of 
paper on the beach. Strangely enough it proved to 
be a fragment of the New York Evangelist, and what 
was still more remarkable, it contained his own name 
and the record of a wedding at which he had offici- 
ated months before. What more unlikely than that 
he would be thus confronted in another continent 
with the imperishable record of his own act. Lifera 
scripta manet, and the word of the Lord endureth 
forever ! 

That word is mighty, but it is not needed that every 
jot and tittle be understood. Its sharp imperative 
may be told in a single line. Its keen cutting edge 
may be too thin for the eye to discern. Its word 
of promise may be but a mere suggestion of the 
things which God has prepared for them that love 
him. 

Mr. Haffenden, in the Bible Society Reporter (April, 
1888), testifies that a missionary whom he knew, 
travelling in Burmah, hundreds of miles in the 
interior, where no white man had ever been before, 
having encamped at night near a small village, heard 
prayer going on in Burmese. He listened and dis- 
tinguished, not the name of Buddha, or of another 
idol, but the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 


’ asked how that came to pass, and learned that years 


before, the head-man of the place had brought from 
a remote village some food wrapped in a Burmese 
printed paper, which happened to contain one single 
chapter of the Bible. The reading of that piece of 
paper had led him and his neighbors to put away 
their idols, and for six years they had been praying 
to Christ as the Saviour of sinners. 

I do not vouch for the truth of the story ; but if 
not true, it might well be true, for the word of God 
is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword. It is the sharp point of the sword 
that does execution, and one chapter of the Bible, 
nay, one verse of the Scripture, may pierce between 
the soul and spirit, and open the way for the enter- 
ing in of the light. 

Some years ago a Corean version of the Lord’s 
Prayer was sent me by Rijutei, one of the first con- 
verts, beautifully written out by hand. A /ac-simile 
of it was printed in the Bible Society Record, in May, 
1885. In the month of August following, a copy of 
that number of the Record reached one of our col- 
porteurs in China, a thousand miles from the coast. 
The same day he happened to meet at the inn five 
Corean merchants who were selling ginseng, 1,500 
miles away from their own land. He could not 
speak Corean, nor they English, but he cut out this 
little slip of-printed paper, three inches by four, and 
gave it to them with the Gospel of Matthew in 
Chinese, that they might read in their own tongue 
the prayer which our blessed Master taught his dis- 
ciples in Palestine eighteen hundred years ago. 
Who knows but some day a missionary in Corea will 
overhear the voice of prayer, and will find some 
company of believers praying to “Our Father” for 
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the coming of his kingdom, and asking for their 
daily bread and the pardon of their sins. 


VI. While we bring these proofs of the power of 
the Bible as an evangelizing agency in lands that 
have been covered with a dark pall of ignorance and 
Superstition, we must remember that that power is 
still greater in lands where for centuries it has been 
moulding the thoughts of the people, determining 
their beliefs, enkindling their hopes, regulating their 
morals, shaping their legislation, coloring their litera- 
ture, dominating the language of the home, the 
school, and the church. True, no occurrence in 
Christendom may afford an exact parallel to those 
which we have cited from heathen lands; from the 
nature of things we ought not to expect that. The 
power of the book may be less conspicuous, but it 
is not less mighty, where it is best known. 

An American layman ventures the remark: “‘It is 
not too much to say that the books of the Old and 
New Testaments have exerted more influence, 
whether for weal or woe, on the course of human 
affairs among civilized nations, than all other books 
put together.”’ He also adds: “ My own strong con- 
viction is, that the only hope for the civilization and 
the happiness of the generations that are to come in 
this English-speaking world, depends on the con- 
tinued reverent study of the English Bible.”’ 

It is this influence, confessedly exerted by the Bible 
in the lands where the printed book has been in the 
homes of the people for centuries, which adds em- 
phasis to the arguments from all other sources for 
holding forth the word of life to every nation which 
we seek to incorporate in the kingdom of the 
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More and more does it appear that the printed 
BIBLE, apart from all ritual, or hymnal, or cate- 
chism, or harmony, or comment; THE BOOK, con- 
taining the Old Testament and the New, with every 
precept of the Master’s, every incident of his life, 
every apostolic word of counsel, of promise, of warn- 
ing, of revelation, every recorded fact of primeval 
history, every prediction of inspired men; with all 
its wealth of parable and evangel and proverb and 
psalm and canticle; historic, prophetic, didactic, 
poetic; the things hard to be understood no less 
than the simple; this BOOK, faithfully, closely, fully 
translated, is to be given to the nations of the earth 


in their several tongues in which they were born, a 


stream of living water, whose perpetual flow shall 
gladden the wilderness, and make the whole earth 
as the garden of the Lord. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


x 


' FRANCE.—Mr. Dardier, of the Evangelical Society 
of Geneva, writes of spending October on a mission- 
ary tour in the Cévennes of France, in order to 
become fully acquainted with the difficulties and 
blessings connected with Bible colportage. The 
party met with no opposition, but found a great 
many persons unable to read. Some thought the 


Bible too dear at a france. 
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RussiA.—Mr. Prince writes from St. Petersburg: 

Golubeff, instead of crossing the Caspian, has 
taken the Orsk route, and telegraphs for Scriptures 
to be sent him at Tashkent. In every place he 
reaches he finds buyers for the Scriptures. In Oren- 
burg he disposed of 1,300 copies, which we consider 
good work under the circumstances, as thousands of 
inhabitants had been rendered houseless by the fire 
last summer. 


CONSTANTINOPLE.—Dr. Bliss writes: 

Iam happy to report that Mr. Straus called on the 
Grand Vizier on the 20th of December, and obtained 
his pledge that we should be allowed to print in 
Turkish five thousand copies of each of the Gospels, 
and also of the Psalms and Proverbs. We asked 
permission on the 27th of September, and our request 
was virtually refused by the Mooarif. The permit 
is not yet in our hands, but we hope to have it in a 
few days. Mr. Straus was very kind when we called 
on him, and urged that the matter be pressed for a 
decision. In certain respects this will prove one of 
the most important decisions we have secured for a 
long time. The government does not fear the entire 
Bible so much as it does these little books which are 
sold very cheap. I shall go to Egypt much more 
contentedly if we get this work started. 

This afternoon quite a number of our American 
brethren have been examining the work that has 
been done by way of preparation for printing the 
Ancient Armenian Bible. The preparatory work will 
be larger and longer than we expected, but it will 
be such as to lead the readers to some knowledge 
of the Hebrew text. 


Ecypt.—Dr. Bliss was at Alexandria on the 15th of 
January, on his way to Cairo. On the voyage, he 
had had an interview with Dr. Kalopothakes, which 
leads him to say: 4 

I am still greatly interested in the Bible work in 
the kingdom of Greece, where we wrought for the 
Master so many years in conjunction with the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. I rejoice to learn from 
Dr. Kalopothakes that the circulation during the past 
year has been more than 8,000 copies of the divine 
word, and that four regular colporteurs, and four others 
who give a portion of their time to similar labors, have 
been employed to effect this. A large part of these 
Scriptures have gone into the hands of the young in 
the schools, to prove, as we humbly hope, incor- 
ruptible seed in good soil. 


Brazit.—Mr. Tucker, writing from Curitiba, Dec. 
8th, says: 
For three weeks I have been travelling in the prov- 


inces of Santa Catharina and Parana, with our colpor- 


teur, Sefior Pedro Degiovanni. I find him a good 
man anda fair colporteur. Up to this date we have 
been very successful in selling the Scriptures. Some 
parts of the territory had been visited by colporteurs, 
but other parts had not. We have visited several 
German and other colonies, and have been. generally 
well received. Where I have preached the people 
have been in the main attentive and orderly. I hope 
after this to see an increase in Degiovanni’s sales. 
He is capable of doing more, and the way is open for. 
him. Cat 


VENEZUELA. 
Under date of Dec. 31st, Dr. Patterson writes : 


My colporteur at Puerto Cabello and Valencia 
returned in October, not having sold many books in 
either place. Wherever he offered Bibles, he was 
answered that they were prohibited, and that the 
people were afraid of the priests. He was told that 
a party (Mr. Milne’s, undoubtedly), went through 
there awhile since, and sold many Bibles, all of which 
the priests gathered up, leaving none in the commu- 
nity. Nevertheless a small number were sold. I 
have not offered to give our books away, because we 
saw in Mexico that that custom is an evil one. Very 
few people, if any, are too poor to buy, but in the cities 
every man, woman, and child, knows that the Bible 
is prohibited, and gives that as a reason for not buy- 
ing. In the country many say they cannot read. 
Some children have learned to read where the 
parents have not, and are more inclined to buy than 
their parents. Our colporteur recently reported a 
case where a little girl persuaded her mother to buy 
a Bible, saying: “It is a beautiful book, lovely read- 
ing, nothing but what God himself has said.’’ The 
question of prohibition was raised, but the child 
pressed her case, and the book was bought. 

My report to Dec. 31st says: sold 102 Bibles, 53 Testa- 
ments, 207 Portions. Under some circumstances this 
would be small success; but where the priestly oppo- 
sition is bitter, and the people understand the church 
to speak with the authority of the State, and our 
work is denounced everywhere as ‘‘the work of the 
devil,’ and excommunication is threatened against 
all who favor it, there is good reason for small sales of 
Bibles. 

With peace restored in the country, we can get 

out further away from the cities. I go on the next 
steamer to Maracaibo, Puerto Cabello, and Valencia, 
and afterward up the Orinoco River. Then I shall 
be ready to journey overland through the country. 
The steamers running ‘up the Orinoco and along the 
northern coast of Venezuela, and the railroad from 
Caracas to La Guiara, give me free passage. 
_ I sent a Bible as a Christmas present to the presi- 
dent, who is a great Catholic, and he answered very 
kindly, promising to read the book himself when free 
from official duties. He will give us all needed 
protection. 3 


PERU. 
CALLAO, Novy. 2, 1888. 

This is to give you some knowledge of the state 
of the nascent work here. I am content, and have 
reason to be so, for if our operations have not been 
on a large scale, they have, nevertheless, been pro- 
gressive and with life, and “ better is a live dog than 
a dead lion.” Both in Callao and in Lima our work 
is gaining sympathy. As you know, we considered 
Callao on our former visit to be hard soil, and on my 
arrival, in August last, it appeared invincible; it will, 
therefore, be a surprise to you, as it has been to 
me, that during the last three months ¢hree-fourths of 
my sales have been in Callao. 

I ought, however, to say that meetings for worship 
and preaching have helped our sales greatly, and I 
have noticed that in the ratio in which the attend- 
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ance increased the sales became more numerous. 
How I wish the church would send a pastor to duly 
attend to the growing attendance and interest. 

I intend to proceed to the interior next Wednesday, 
taking with me one who has newly enlisted in the 
work, M. Noriega. I am sorry to abandon the meet- 
ings that for some weeks have been so well attended, 
but one cannot stay and ring the alarm-bell and go 
in pursuit of the enemy at the same time. I am try- 
ing to do what I can, but my proper work is the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures and not pastoral work. 

Aranzet complains of debility, and thinks it is due 
to the climate. I don’t know if it be this or not, 
but there are days when I myself return home com- 
pletely exhausted. With reference to the health of 
my family, though sometimes interrupted, it is not 
so bad. I am yours fraternally, 

F, PENZOTTI. 


AND THIS IN SPAIN! 


A recent number of Za Zwz, an evangelical magazine 
published in Madrid, contains the following notice : 

The monthly prayer-meeting of the evangelical 
Christians of Madrid will be held on Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 7th, at 8 o’clock p.M., in the Church of the 
Redeemer, No. 8, Madera Baja. The topic will be 
“Bible Societies.” (1) To bless the Lord for the 
work which these societies have done in Spain and in 
all the world. (2) To ask Spanish Christians to in- 
vestigate and avail themselves of the great privilege 
of owning a copy of the Bible, and the duty of living 
according to its precepts. (3) To pray God to pros- 
per the circulation of his holy book, and to bless the 
Bible societies and their agents and colporteurs. 


PERSIA. 


Mr. Whipple, writing from Tabreez, on the 8th of 
December, says: 

I am thankful to report my safe arrival at home 
after a nine-days’ journey from Teheran; with one day 
of rest. In that time I travelled on horseback about 
four hundred miles. The roads were muddy, and for 
four days I had to ride all day in the rain. I passed’ 
over deep snows on the mountains, but I kept well 
and met with no accident, although my attendant was 
twice thrown from his horse, but fortunately without 
injury. I feel devoutly thankful fora safe return after 
such a journey. 

I spent eleven days in Teheran, where I had con- 


siderable business to transact, making some changes | 


in the corps of helpers, taking an inventory of stock, 
and securing a better location for our books. I also 
located one of our colporteurs.in Kasveen, a large 
city on the way to Resht and Tabreez. He has done 
well in Teheran, and can be trusted in this new field. 

We live in a country where there is no national 
debt and no politics. Persia is to be congratulated. 
But the first days of the dawn of the nineteenth cen- 
tury are just appearing here. We have at last a rail- 
road, although it is only about six miles long. But it 
came near being the cause of a massacre of Christians 
in Teheran. 
shrine, six miles away, and several trains have been 
running daily. One day a Moslem fell on the track 
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and was killed. The engineer was a Christian, and a 
crowd of Moslems, looking upon him as the cause of 
the disaster, seized and beat him till he was nearly 
dead. As the poor man was lying half dead, a mudlah 
came up and kicked him, whereupon the engineer, 
who had a revolver which he had not used, drew it 
and shot the mzl/ah. This so excited the mob that 
they set fire to the station and burned it up, with two 
cars. The cars had stopped running, but I think they 
will resume running soon. This is a single illustration 
of life in the East, and of the ignorance and excitabil- 
ity of the people. 


—————+ + 


ANCIENT ARMENIAN BIBLE. 

Dr. Isaac G. Bliss writes of preparations at Con- 
stantinople for the publication of the Old Testament 
in Ancient Armenian. A committee has been desig- 
nated to determine the case of doubtful readings, 
where the version varies from the Hebrew: 

Three men are at work. One is the priest selected 
and put forward by the patriarch Nerses, whom you 
saw, and is one of the oldest Bible scholars among 
the Armenians. He knows Greek quite well, and 
some little Hebrew. The second is Pastor Avedis, 
who was with Dr. Pratt, and afterward with the large 
committee on the revision of the Turkish Scriptures. 
He knows Hebrew quite well. Mr. Karakasian, one 
of the best Armenian scholars, is the third. This 
committee spend three days a week on the work. 
Dr. Riggs has examined their work to the end of 
Exodus, I believe, and has made some suggestions. 
The larger committee met a few days ago, and agreed 
that with this editorial work the publication would be 
of great benefit to the nation. 


THE REVISED NORWEGIAN BIBLE. 


The Norwegian Bible Society, which was founded 
in 1816, and is of equal age with the American Bible 
Society, has now issued a revised version of the Bible 
in Norwegian, of which the following account is given 
in its seventy-second annual report: 

After the New Testament had undergone repeated 
revisions in the earlier period of the society’s history, 
and under its direction, the central committee under- 
took a similar revision of the version of the Old Test- 
ament. On the 20th of February, 1842, a communi- 
cation was received from Rev. Messrs. Wexels and 
Lector Kaurin, offering to undertake such a revision ; 
and, believing that no men better fit for the task 


could be found, the central committee readily ac- _ 


cepted the offer. The translators at first hoped to 
have the work finished in five years ; but in February, 
1845, Mr. Kaurin notified the central committee that 
with all their efforts this could not be accomplished, 
and that some new arrangement must be made, as 
Mr. Wexel had to withdraw on account of his health. 

It was then decided to have the translation made 
by Mr. Kaurin, and the revision by Professors 
Holmboe and Dietrichson. In 1848, Mr. Tistedal 
took the place of Mr. Kaurin as translator. About 
the same time Professor Caspari became a member 
of the revision committee, from which Professor Diet- 
richson soon after withdrew. Professor Holmboe 
-was succeeded afterward by Professor Nissen. In 
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March, 1855, Mr. Tistedal had completed his transla- 
tion of the Old Testament, and, with aid from the 
government, the work of revision was begun and con- 
tinued until 1873, when an edition of the work ap- 
peared in print (the so-called proof translation). 

In the autumn of that year the whole Bible in its 
new translation was published in an edition of 6,000 
copies. The last and final revision was intrusted to 
Professors Dietrichson, Caspari, and Nissen, the 
question of revising the New Testament also being 
left undecided. 

About New Year, 1888, the final revision of the 
translation of the Old Testament was completed by 
Professors, Caspari and Johnson, the latter having 
taken the place of Professor Nissen. As the comple- 
ment thereto, a New Testament was printed, chiefly 
from our stereotype edition, and it was decided to 
have this whole Bible offered for sale at the same 
price as the other edition. All of the copies having 
gone off within a few months, a new issue of this 
edition will be undertaken as soon as possible. 


For the Bible Society Record. 


MUST THE LIGHT NOT SHINE? 
BY J. W. WALTON. 


The brilliant French writer, M. Henri Lasserre, 
after years of work and with infinite pains, has — 
translated the four Gospels into the language of 
modern France. His work, though somewhat marred 
by the prejudices of its author, who is a devout 
Romanist, is, on the whole, fair. For example; in 
Mark vi. 12. he translates the Greek word metanwo 
by “se convertir,” “turn about,” or “repent,’’ and, 
in a note, says frankly that the idea of “doing pen- 
ance” is not found at all in the original. His version 
is vivacious and yet dignified, and altogether read- 
able. The very style of the typography, with its 
wide margins, its numerous paragraphs, and entire 
absence of ordinary breaks into conventional chap- 
ters and verses, is an irresistible invitation to a 
modern Frenchman to begin and read on and on 
these most fascinating narratives. 

In a remarkable preface the author deplores the 
notorious fact that the word of God is neglected by 
such a vast majority of “‘the faithful:”’ 

“The greater part of the children of the church 


_know the divine book only in fragments, without 


logical or chronological order, reproduced in the 
prayer-book, at mass, on fete days or Sundays ; and 
they only remember certain quotations which have 
been heard so frequently from the lips of preachers 
and in religious books, that the words have finally 
taken possession of all memories, w7ll-he xil-he, 
and have become, so to speak, public property. 

“We believe it is no exaggeration to say that there 
are perhaps not three of the faithful, on an average, 
in each parish, who have gone beyond that vague 
idea, and who have resolutely set themselves, even 
once in their lives, to follow and to study in its har- 
monic unity, under the quadruple form in which the 
Evangelists have given it, the complete story of the’ 
God-man. Astonishing contrast, sorrowful contrast; _ 
while continuing to be the most illustrious book in 
the world, the New Testament has become an 
unknown book!” y : 
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This, M. Lasserre claims, is contrary to the wisdom 
of the fathers, and he makes large reference to their 
unanimous voice that every Christian should assidu- 
ously read these sacred writings, and daily meditate 
thereon. But a modern, timorous school in the 
church, while not daring publicly to formulate an 
absolute prohibition, endeavored to withdraw from 
the hands of believers the divine book which. forms 
the foundation of our faith, and gradually to replace 
it with a pious, yet weak literature. In most of these 
works the sugar of devotion replaces the salt of 
wisdom, the eternal verities are diluted and lost in 
strange waters; and prayers of all sorts, rules, 
means, and methods, usurp the place and apostolic 
mission of the gospel. 

Yet the sayings of Jesus were borne upon the 
open air in the midst of crowds, among the learned 
and the ignorant, the righteous and the ungodly, 
men, women, and children. The Apostles were 
commanded to preach this same gospel everywhere, 
throughout the ages, to every creature. Even what 
they heard in the ear they were expressly .com- 
manded to proclaim from the housetops. 

The Scripture aliment having been replaced by 
watery and saccharine dilutions, many of them abso- 
lutely inane, the Christian constitution has necessarily 
become emaciated. Believers, so far from convincing 
the world of the truth, are unable to give an intelli- 
gent answer to opposers, who must come to look 
with contempt upon men claiming to have received 
words from heaven, and who do not take even the 
trouble to read them. 

The beautiful prayer with which the preface closes, 
will lead every reader to give thanks for the avidity 
with which tens of thousands of copies were caught 
up and read by Frenchmen, during the short year 
that elapsed before the book was anathematized from 
Rome, and to re-echo Lasserre’s “ Amen,” while he 
asks himself the question, “ Will this good man and 
his work remain buried by the Jesuits? ” 

“May God grant that in passing through our un- 
worthy hands the work of the Evangelists may have 
lost none of its life-giving power, and of its renew- 
ing virtue. Thus, oh divine book, thyself unchanged 
under this new dress, appropriate to my time and 
nation, mayest thou impart knowledge of the living 
God to those who have forgotten him; strengthen 
the weak and wavering; comfort the troubled; 
restore hope to the despairing; give the faith of the 
coming kingdom and of illimitable and endless joy 
to those who are groaning in wretchedness here 
below. Go on, oh holy word, and despite the im- 
perfections of our work and the failures of our lan- 
guage, carry light into minds and souls, carry love 
into hearts, even as the sun, in spite of the mists and 
clouds that arise from the earth, unceasingly en- 
lightens the world with its rays, and causes it to 
bring forth abundantly, Amen.” 


FRUITAGE. 

Mr. Tracy, of Marsovan, describes in the Mission- 
ary ferald a remarkable death-bed experience 
which he recently witnessed, and which clearly illus- 
trated the relation of the Bible to personal religion, 
He says: . 
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A few days ago I sat by a dying woman. She was 
in the last stage of pulmonary consumption, and 
could speak only in a whisper. In a few more hours 
she would be beyond pain. She held my hand be- 
tween both hers, and poured forth such expressions 
of heavenly love and joy as I never before heard 
from human lips. She laughed and rejoiced, striving 
in vain to make known the unutterable happiness 
that filled her soul. And why? Because she was 
going to be with Jesus. Who was she? A poor 
weaver. Where did she find this unearthly joy? In 
the Scriptures which she had learned years ago, 
when Mrs. Tracy used to have her daily, with a dozen 
others, for an hour’s study of the Bible. This read- 
ing was kept up for several years with the weaver- 
girls, who were required to read each a passage, and 
then tell the substance of it with the book shut. 
Those were ignorant girls, and could read only blun- 
deringly, but in this way they became familiar with 
a large part of the holy book. We did not think of 
it at the time as a very hopeful work, but what came 
of it? Some of these girls found the kingdom of 
God, and all were changed by it. 


DOUBTS OVERCOME. 


Dr. Bliss sends the following incident from Con- 


stantinople: 

A little time since, a young Armenian came to the 
bookstore in our Bible House and asked for a New 
Testament. The bookseller persuaded him to take a 
Bible instead, and gives the following account of 
the matter: 

“When the young man entered the bookshop 
and asked for a Testament, I was greatly pleased, 
although his general appearance was not preposses- 
sing,and his way of talking was far from encourag- 
ing. I showed him various styles, but he was hard 
to please, and was not sure that the Bible was the 
book he wanted. At last he decided to take the 
large octavo reference Bible in the Modern Armenian, 
the price of which is thirty piastres. Three days 
after he returned, saying: ‘I wanted the Ancient 
Armenian Bible, and you have given.me one in the 
modern language; take it back, and give me my 
money again.’ I did not wish to do this, being sure © 
that if he would keep and read it, it would prove 
to be a blessing to him. With.various arguments I 
persuaded him to retain it, but not long after he 
came back again, saying that he had shown the 
book to other booksellers, who had told him that it 
was incomplete, lacking many parts. I had to con- 
tinue my explanations, and finally said: ‘I will give 
you an open letter, which you can take with the 
Bible to the Patriarchate of the Armenian nation; 
if the ecclesiastics there say that the book is erro-- 
neous or deficient, I will return _your money, and give 
you the book as the most valuable present I can 
make.’ He took the note and the book and went 
away, but returned in less than half an hour, saying : 
‘Would Lhad listened to your words. I have eaten 
confusion and been disgraced.. On my way to the 
Patriarchate I met our blessed father, Archbishop K., 
who knows me well and loves me. I handed him 
the note, upon reading which, to my great astonish- 
ment he rebuked me, saying the value of the book 
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was far above the price paid. “Go,” he said, ‘‘ ask 
pardon of the man, and read this book much that 
you may become a true man.”’ This time he left 
the store with great joy, and since then he has often 
come to buy other books, such as ‘The Saints’ Rest,’ 
and religious tracts. So the word of God makes the 
ignorant wise unto salvation, and gives light to blind 
eyes to see their real condition.” 


7 


INFLUENCES AT WORK IN TURKEY. 
BY REV. 


EDWIN M. BLISS. 


The power of Christian missions over the religious 
thought and life of those who do not openly declare 
their adherence to evangelical Christianity is shown 
in many ways. From the year 1853 to the present 
time there have been distributed by the American 
Bible Society not less than 800,000 copies of the 
Scriptures. Add perhaps 700,000 by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and we have one and a half 
millions of copies put into the hands of the people. 
These have been in about the proportion of one 
Bible, three Testaments, and five Portions, 7z.°é., 
single Gospels, Psalms, and Proverbs. When it is 
remembered that the immense majority of these 
have been so/d, and that certainly not more than 
one-half, if more than one-third, have gone into 
evangelical families; when it is remembered, too, 
that book-purchasing is not in the Levant what it is 
so often in America—that it almost uniformly repre- 
sents a genuine, earnest interest in the book—some 
idea may be gained of the unseen influence that is 
being exerted all over that great country. 

A Bible society colporteur, in the inn of a small 
village on the Black Sea coast, was challenged to 
argument by a group of young men thoroughly 
versed in European infidelity. Being an uneducated 
man, he found it difficult to meet them. To his utter 
surprise, a Turkish priest sitting by, asking -him for 
a Testament, took up the argument and utterly 
silenced the young men, who left acknowledging 
their defeat. To the colporteur, who expressed his 
thanks for the timely aid, he said: ‘‘Go tell the 
gentlemen at the Bible House not to be discouraged. 
There are many like myself who read this good 
book, accept its faith, and are trying to lead the life 
of Christ. We do not openly confess him, for we feel 
that the time has not yet come; but it will come, and 

then you will see the fruit of the seed you are sowing.” 
Among the most significant facts in the religious 
life of the old Christian communities of the Levant 
are the changes that have been brought about in not 
a few places in the church services. Worship before 
pictures has been very generally discouraged, and in 
some cases the pictures have been taken down. It 
is becoming an increasing ambition on the part of 
the clergy to be known as good preachers, and many 
an earnest gospel sermon is given from pulpits 
where, until recently, nothing was heard but an 
intoned liturgy in an unknown tongue, Sabbath 
schools and Bible-classes have been established, ‘and 
at the present time the American Bible Society is 
printing in Constantinople an edition of the Ancient 
‘Armenian Bible, at the combined earnest request 
of Gregorian and Papal, as well as Evangelical, 
Armenians.— The Missionary Review, February, 1889. 
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THE FREE BIBLE IN THE LIVING TONGUE. 


The work of American missionaries in Turkey 
proper, not including Syria, was begun in 1832. At 
that time it was the midnight of hope for all races, 
especially for the three subject Christian races, the 
Bulgarian, the Greek, and the Armenian, number- 
ing altogether a little more than ten million souls. 
Education among all these races hardly existed. 
The priests were well-nigh as ignorant as the masses 
of the people. Schools were few and poor. Under 
four hundred years of oppression, aspiration had 
died out. 

Not alone as a saving influence, but 7” elevating 
and ciducating power, the free Bible in the living 
tongue of menis beyond all comparison to be placed 
first. The first great work, therefore, undertaken by 
American missionaries in Turkey, was to give to all 
races the whole Bible in their living speech. This 
was to be done for Christian as well as Moslem, for 
Moslem as well as Christian. It was well under- 
stood that there could be no successful work among 
Moslems except through a reform and evangelizing 
of the Oriental churches. The corruption of early 
Christianity gave Islam opportunity and scope when 
it arose. The corruption of Christianity both east 
and west, in the middle ages—that ugly excrescence 
of Christianity in the twelfth century, the Crusades, 
thrust with such baleful moral effect upon the atten- 
tion of the Moslem world—had steeled the heart 
against all Christian influence. Therefore American 
missionaries, understanding the magnitude of the 
task they had undertaken, began with the translation 
of the Bible, and with the creation of a Christian 
literature about that centre; and began with the 
Christian races. The great Bible Societies joined 
hands with the missionary society. The Bible has 
been translated into all languages, published in 


many editions, sold by the ten thousand, and by the 


hundred thousand, copies a year, and goes every- 
where; and with it go the religious books, and the 
schoolbooks for all grades of schools, published in 
editions of three thousand or five thousand copies. 
Until recently, in the interior of the country, almost 
all that was read by the people of all races, of 
periodical or permanent literature, was that which 
was issued from our presses. While these Bibles and 
other books have gone most widely among the 
Armenian and Greek races, other races have also 
been influenced. Twenty-five years ago, when the 
Bulgarians, who are now most influential in the 
affairs of a nation which is surprising Europe with 
its intelligent appreciation of civil and religious lib- 
erty, and with its patient and heroic purpose to 
secure its rights against mighty odds, were conning 
their lessons at school, and while there was scarcely 
a Protestant or ‘‘Evangelical” Bulgarian in the 
country, the first-editions of the New Testament in 
Bulgarian were issued and were put into the newly 
established schools as reading-books. There is found 
the solution of a problem that baffles the diplomatist. 


—Dr. George F. Herrick, in the Missionary Herald. 


Tue English Bible—a book which, if everything 
else in our language should perish, would alone 
suffice to show the whole extent of its beauty and 
power.—Z. B. Macaulay. 
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DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

ALABAMA AND FLor1pA.—The month of Decem- 
ber has been one of constant work for the American 
Bible Society. Everywhere I see signs of a revival 
of interest in the Society. Wednesday, the 6th, I 
visited Valley Head, a thriving village; and though 
it was a week-night, we had an enthusiastic meeting 
in the interest of the Society, and received a good 
collection. 

The second Sabbath we visited Blountsville and held 
an interesting meeting in the interest of the Society, 
with a good collection for that community. 

The third Sunday was spent in Mobile with the 
Alabama Conference Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, including several days of the week previous. 
We were much encouraged by the spirit with which 
the conference entertained the work of the Society. 
Though it is crowded, as are all-the conferences in 
Alabama and Florida, with its own denominational 
work, yet it co-operates more freely each year with 
the American Bible Society. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA.—The month of Decem- 
ber was one of much Jabor in every department of 
my work. I preached in the Centenary Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, in San Francisco, on the first 
Sabbath of the month, and took a liberal collection. 

On the second Sabbath I was at Merced, where I 
preached in the Presbyterian Church and in the even- 
ing addressed a large union meeting in the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church, where a good collection 
was taken. ( 

I was at Fresno, where I preached in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at 11 a.M., addressed the Y.M.C. A. 
at 4 p.M.; had two union meetings in the evening, 
one held in the Congregational Church where this, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the 
Christian Church met, and which I addressed at the 
opening; the other was held in the Presbyterian 
Church, where I made the closing address, and here 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, with pastor, met the 
Presbyterian and Baptist Churches. ‘These meetings 
were well attended, the latter to overflowing. 


GrorGIA.—The fourth Sunday I attended the meet- 
ing of the Fort Valley Bible Society, and the fifth 
that of the Pierce County Society. At both places 
the annual reports showed progress. 

I have visited the Coweta County, Carroll County, 
Atlanta, Marietta, Baldwin County, Eatonton, Dodge 
aay and Ware County auxiliaries, between Sab- 

aths, 


ILLINoISs.—Six auxiliary reports are embraced in 
this month’s returns, to wit: Brown County, Galena 
Bible Society, and Fayette, Jefferson, Scott, and 
Putnam Counties. 

Galena Bible Society held its fifty-seventh anni- 
versary in the South Presbyterian Church, Sabbath 
evening, Nov. 25th. A large audience was present, 
and able and appropriate addresses were delivered 
by several of the city pastors. There is no sign of 
weakness or want of interest in this pioneer Bible 
society of Northern Illinois. 
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The Putnam County Bible Society held its fifty- 
ninth anniversary at Hennepin, in the Methodist Epis- 
copal and Congregational Churches, on Sabbath 
morning and evening, Dec. 9th. The attendance and 
the interest manifested gave good promise for the 
future of the cause in old Putnam. A donation of 
$120 was made to the Parent Society. 


InpIANA.—I send you for December the annual 
reports of six auxiliaries, five of which held anniver- 
saries. I had the pleasure of being present at four of 
these, and of delivering addresses. Ten societies 
were visited during the month. 

The Delaware County auxiliary, one of our most 
prosperous societies, after canvassing a part of its 
field, makes a donation of $105 53. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—Four Sabbaths of 
the month were spent pleasantly and profitably, at- 
tending the anniversaries of the Harrodsburg and 
Vicinity, the Christian County (both in Kentucky), 
the Haywood County (Tenn.), and the Carroll County 
(Ky.) Societies. The contributions were in excess of 
the amounts raised at the last annual meetings. At 
all of the anniversaries the officers pledged themselves 
to take collections in the county during the fiscal year 
of each auxiliary. 

The canvass of De Kalb County, Tenn., was fin- 
ished during the month. 


MIcHIGAN AND WIisconsiIn.—The kind and cordial 
reception given me by pastors and people has been 
refreshing, in the midst of the incessant labors and 
wearisome journeyings of the month. 

By 1,530 miles of travel I have been able to visit 
twenty-one Bible societies—seven in Michigan and 
fourteen in Wisconsin—and to deliver thirteen ser- 
mons and addresses, which was made possible by 
carefully pre-arranged plans. 

The first Sunday of the month I spent at Jonesville, 
Mich. It was their anniversary. I spoke in the 
morning in the Methodist Episcopal Church. In the 
afternoon I went six miles into the country and spoke, 
and returned and gave an address at the union meet- 
ing, in which the Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist 
Churches joined. The meeting was largely attended. 

The second Sunday was spent at Berlin, it being the 
anniversary of Green Lake County Bible Society. I 
addressed a meeting in the Methodist Church in the 
morning, and in the evening a very enthusiastic meet- 
ing was held in the Congregational Church. Ad- 
dresses were given by Judge Warring, the president, 
the pastor of the Baptist Church, and by your Super- 
intendent. I attended also the annual meetings of 
Fond du Lac County Bible Society and others. 


_ Minnesota AND DakotTa.—On the first Sabbath 
evening of the month a meeting in the interest of the 
Bible cause was held in the Norwegian Trinity Lu- 
theran Church of Minneapolis. The large audience 
listened attentively as Mr. Beaven presented the work 


of the local society, and upon the presentation of the. 


general work of the Parent Society by your Superin- 


tendent. A liberal offering was made to aid in the 


work of spreading the Bible. 

The twenty-fourth anniversary of the Steele County 
Bible Society was held on the second Sabbath even- 
ing, in the Methodist Episcopal Church of Owatonna. 
It was a union meeting of the Presbyterian, Con- 
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gregational, Universalist, and Methodist Episcopal 
Churches. The devotional exercises were conducted 
by the pastors, and the address for the evening deliv- 
ered by your Superintendent. 


MississipPpI AND LouistANa.— During the past 
month I have attended the annual meetings of three 
ecclesiastical bodies in my district, viz., the Missis- 
sippi, North Mississippi, and Louisiana Conferences 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Each of 
these bodies gave me a most cordial welcome, and 
each passed resolutions commending the work of the 
American Bible Society in the highest terms, and 
urging its pastors to take collections for the support 
of the same. 

NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WyominGc.—The sec- 
ond Sunday of the month was spent at Tecumseh, 
Neb. I preached in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the morning, and addressed the Johnson County 
Bible Society in the Presbyterian Church in the even- 
ing. This meeting was a union of all the Protestant 
Churches. Other addresses were delivered by the 
pastors of the Methodist Episcopal, Presbyterian, and 
Christian Churches, and also by Hon. Mr. Davidson, 
president of the auxiliary. 

The annual meeting of the Gage County Bible Soci- 
ety was ‘held in the Presbyterian Church of Beatrice, 
Neb. The president, Hon. Cornelius Jensen, is a 
Russian Mennonite refugee, and is deeply interested 
in the Bible cause. His house in Russia was a depos- 
itory of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The third Sunday I was with the Weeping Water 
Bible Society. This society is one of our best organ- 
izations. 

I spent the last Sabbath of the month with the Cass 
County Bible Society, at Plattsmouth. In the morn- 
ing I preached in the Presbyterian Church, and 
addressed the Cass County Bible Society in the same 
place in the evening. The pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church also delivered an address, 


New York.— During December I attended the 
annual meeting of the Jefferson County auxiliary, at 
Sackett’s Harbor, and gave a public address. I 
attended also the annual meeting of Schoharie County 
auxiliary, at Schoharie, and gave the anniversary 
address. I delivered thirteen public addresses during 
the month, in ten different churches. 

The canvass of Tompkins County progresses very 
encouragingly under the efficient oversight of a good 
executive committee, and the faithful labors of Rev. 
E. A. Mirick, agent for the county. Geneva auxiliary 
is completing the canvass of its district with Mr. L. A. 
Farlin as agent. 


Ou10.—The Columbus and Franklin County So- 
ciety held its meeting on the 16th. The chief interest 
attending this meeting, was the review of a profitable 
canvass now in progress by our successful canvasser, 
Rev. Mr. Denny. His report showed that he had 
visited 11,169 families, finding 1,462 destitute. 

The canvass is to be continued until the whole city 
and county are thoroughly visited. Rev. W. E. 
Moore, D.D., the president, and other noble men, 
give active support to the work. 2 

The Green County Society reports encouraging 
results from the commencement of this work there. 

The auxiliaries reporting funds this month made 
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liberal donations to the American Bible Society, for 
which I am thankful. 


West VirciIniA.—My chief effort the past few 
months has been to work up the auxiliaries already 
organized in making them efficient to supply their 
own fields, by keeping a well-assorted stock of books 
and utilizing the local press ; this has been successful 
in some cases. I have been anxious to place the 
burden and responsibility upon the auxiliaries, and 
thus relieve the Parent Society. ; 

There is a large portion of the State lying south 
and southeast recognized by the churches as mis- 
sionary ground. No church-houses; they worship in 
school-houses chiefly. The preachers are supported 
by missionary appropriations; the roads are almost 
impassable in winter. I could name six or eight 
counties where it would justify the employment of 
good and true men in circulating the Holy Scriptures. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, AND MONTANA.— 
During the month I have visited and spent a Sabbath 
with each of the following Bible societies : Clatsop 
County, at Astoria, Douglas County, at Roseburg, 
Lane County, at Eugene City, and Linn County, at 
Albany. These meetings were all well attended, and 
the collections taken for the Bible cause, with but one 
exception, were larger than those of a yearago. The 
various co-operating churches, with their pastors, 
united in these meetings. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


NeEw York, FEBRUARY 21, 1889. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House, on Thursday, February 7th, 
1889, William H. Crosby, Esq., Vice-President, in 
the chair. 

The religious exercises were conducted by Bishop 
Edward G. Andrews. 

Grants of books were made, to the value of about 
$10,655, including $6,000 for colportage, 500 Testa- 
ments in Ponape to the American Board, and about 
14,500 volumes in the aggregate to the Society’s 
Agencies in South America. 

Among matters of importance communicated to 
the Board were letters from Mr. McKim of Cuba, 
with accounts of the growth of the evangelical move- 
ment connected with the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures; from Mr. Candor of Colombia, proposing to 
inaugurate Bible colportage in Baranquilla ; from Mr. 
Penzotti, reporting sales of 4,295 volumes of Scrip- 
ture in 1888, on the western coast of South America ; 
from Dr. Trumbull of Valparaiso, urging the import- 
ance of having missionary forces follow up Mr. Pen- 
zotti’s work; from Dr. Drees of Monte Video, ex- 
pressing high appreciation of the Society’s methods 
in the Argentine Republic; from Mr. Doane of 
Ponape, with an earnest appeal for Scriptures ; from 
Mr. Loomis, announcing a movement to organize a 
Bible society for Japan; and from the Agents of the 
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Society in different lands, with details of their journeys 
and their operations. 

Two societies were recognized as auxiliaries in 
Mississippi, two in South Carolina, two in Texas, and 
one in each of the States of Colorado, Kansas, lowa, 
and Wisconsin, and in the Territory of Dakota. 

The cash receipts in January were $47,508. 

Issues from the Bible House during the same 
month, $8,153 volumes; issues, since April rst, 1888, 
834,917 volumes. 


———__+ 


AN IDOL SHEPHERD. 


The accuracy with which the authorized version of 
the Bible is printed by the American Bible Society, 
as well as by the University presses of Cambridge 
and Oxford, is so great that one would have a fruit- 
less search who should hunt for a misprint in any of 
their recent editions. But following the lead of a 
writer in the London Dazly News, some of our 
American newspapers have called attention to a sup- 
posed misprint, which they say has been allowed to 
remain uncorrected for at least fifty years. Reference 
is made to the 17th verse of the eleventh chapter of 
Zechariah, which reads, “ Woe to the idol shepherd,” 
and as the expression is unusual and the meaning 
somewhat obscure, it is hastily assumed that by a 
typographical error, the word “idle” is misprinted 
Idol?” 

But this is neither a misprint nor an oversight. No 
mistake of that kind could get a foothold and retain: 
it in every edition of the Bible for half a century. 
The Hebrew word in this case means an idol, and 


has been so rendered in this verse by all the trans- 


lators, even back to the days of Coverdale and Wyc- 
liffe. It indicates a worthless thing, and might almost 
have been rendered ‘‘blockhead.” So we read in 
the 96th Psalm, ‘All the gods of the nations are 
idols,’’ while in Job 13th, 4th verse, a different render- 
ing has been used; “ye are all physicians of xo 
value.” The English and American revisers have 
very properly substituted the word ‘‘worthless” in 
the passage from Zechariah. 
EEA 


Just as the Record was going to press a cablegram 
was received at the Bible House, from the Rev. 
Kelley Giffen, of Assiout, Egypt, announcing the 
death of Dr. Isaac G. Biss at that place, on 


Saturday, February 16th. 
CAC 
Societies Recognized as Auxiliaries, February, 1889. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries, 

Washington Co. B.§., Col., R. J. Robertson, Akron. 
Ipswich B.8., Dak., bi . dD. J ones, Ipswich. 
Hodgeman Co. B. S., Ks., Mrs. H. B. Helm, Jetmore. 
Lucas & Cleyeland B. S:; Towa, H. W. Mayne, Cleveland. 
Adams Co, B.8., Miss., W. A. Gunning, Natchez. 
Rankin Co. B.8., Miss., W. A. Laflin, Brandon. 
Marlborough Co. B.5., 8. C., L. E, Caston, Bennettsville. 
Mayesville B. S., 8. C., Isaac W. Bradley, Mayesville. 
Denison B. 8., Texas, L. J. Adains, Sr., Denison. 
Montague Co. B. S., Texas, H. W. Russey, Bowie. 
Waupun & Vic, B.8., Wis., E. M. Beach, Waupun, 
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Deceased Directors. 


Rey. William Martin, Columbia, 8. ©. 
Rey. John W. B. Wood, New York. 
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Deceased Members. 


Hon. Henry L. Duguid, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Rey. William Patterson, Pound Ridge, N. Y. 

Rev. Alexander T. McGill, D.D., LL.D., Princeton, N. J. 
Rey. John Steele, D.D., Newark, N. J. 
Rev. Joshua Phelps, D.D., Santa Barbara, Cal. 
Mrs. Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, Newark, N. J. 
Rey. Lewis Anderson, Rockford, Il. 

Rev. George C. Noyes, D.D., Evanston, Ill. 
Rev. Thos. 8. Campbell, Lexington, N. C. 
Katharine Griswold, Lyme, Ct. 

Rey. John Scarlett, Orange, N. J. 

Robert E. Livingston, New York. 

Rey. Thomas Marey, Newton, Mass. 

Capt. Robert Baymore, Goshen, N. J. 

Mrs. C. B. Hotchkiss, New York. 

Peter Hoffman, Claverack, N. Y. 

John Gault, Savannah, Ohio. 

Rey. Joseph W. Lewis, Clinton, Mass. 

Mrs. Rebecca A. Sisson, Genoa, N. Y. 
Robert L. Clarke, Flushing, N. Y. 

Lucas Bradley, Racine, Wis. 

Mrs. N. A. Hart, Geneva, N. Y. 

Nathaniel 8. Wordin, Bridgeport, Ct. 

Rey. George Clark, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Mrs. Abby D. W. Guild, Newport, R. I. 
Mrs. Achsah Cole, Smithfield, Ohio. 

Mrs. Jane C. Blake, Winsted, Ct. 

Mrs. Emma J. Taylor, Sandwich, Il. 

Rey. R. T. Hancock, Hemlock, N. Y. 

John Cuyler, New York. 

Mrs. Harriet Camp, Tallmadge, Ohio. 

Mrs. Eliza Culbertson, Troy, Ohio. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of December, 1888. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 20 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited................05 r 160 
Anniversaries; attended 2524050... cede sincelenes chee ae 67 
New Societies and Committees formed............... 14 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 191 
Letters ‘sents. wii cect steeen cos cee se eeiestlanitee tee eee 1,733 


Miles travelled on official duty..............2..-eecees 25,127 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Biblecause $3,374 58 


Summary of Bible Distribution in December, by 58 
Colporteurs and 27 County Agents reporting. 


Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 
Days Of SGrvice.......s.cccesseccs Racewet scan 1,116 811 
Miles traveled. sinc ccerceneaset cess vercteuces 18,048 4,428 
Families visited by them..................6. 14,832 20,726 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 2,725 1,575 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 1,802 1,212 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 730 604 
Number of booksisold:. .w..-<ide seen eens 6,676 2,901 
Value ot books S0ldsc.o.0..2<10<eeeuse een $2,557 387 $1,059 08 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 1,457 1,232 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... .$33193 $273 59 
Contributions received................2 Sr 182 65. 1,184 18 


Summary of 65 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in January, 1889. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months.............. «+ $3,249 95 
Receipts from collections and donations........... +» 2,886 14 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 8,041 12 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 913 51 
Expended on their own fields........ etl stes Bat: ‘909 79 
Viluetof books donates. ccdcsceasasse iw ioses consents 517 OT. 
Value of stock on hand at Gales nese sdiecmcoateee ene - 6,633 00 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations (20 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 20 
Families visited by them....... RE tienes SOS 18,831 
Families found destitute............. Golepaisione Sie aeissnahe 1,354 
Destitute families supplied................. aidisieeietwaterecs 1,219 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition............. 888 
gr ss a bbe a SUECAtpornrcs peewee ls) 
Se [aoa 


ie 
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RECEIPTS IN JANUARY, 1889, 


LEGACIES. 


Davis, Uriah, late of Columbus, Wis. $1,000 00 
Goodrich, Elizabeth H., late of Mid- 


Mlatown, Conn. t.ceksees ce 188 67 

( 150 00 
King, Jane, late of Delaw are, Ohio.. 1,000 00 
Loomis, Mrs. Emma K., late of Leb- 

ROE CONT a7 Solace akc cee tn oeecas oe ok 50 00 
Palmer, Aurelia, late of Copenhagen 

INjweetarcew ars wick dcaac exe cna A nace ees 875 08 
Stockdale, Mary, late of Fayette 

MIBMN GC ODIO an. sc cava nce ake cake 2,000 00 


$5,208 70 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ALABAMA, 
Collections through Rey. Z. A. 


Earker, Diat. Supet;cecers, woe $189 88 
ARKANSAS. 
Collections in Meth. Ep. Churches, 

South, through Rey. W. H. Vernor, 

Dist. Supt = 2 50 
Lehi Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... 2 00 
Melbourne Circuit, M. E. Ch. South.. 85 
Monticello, A. R. P. Church............ 8 05 
Nuremberg Circuit, M. E. Ch. South. 65 
Prairie Grove Circuit, M. E. Ch. South 65 
Batine, A. BR. P: Church...c6.c. te kc 2 95 

CONNECTICUT. 
East Berlin, Meth. Ep. Church........ 8 00 
New London, First Cong. Church.... 7 76 
Norwich, Park Cong. Church.... : 80 21 
Old Lyme, First Cong. Ch........ as 1 00 
Trumbull, Cong. Ch. and Society.... 24 38 
Westchester, Cong. Church..... eee 5 00 
DAKOTA. 
Rapid City, Meth. Ep. Church........ 400 
FLORIDA. 
Collections through Rey. Z. A. 
Parker, Dist. Sapt..ccccdccovcscedves 16 20 
GEORGIA. 
Georgia Conference, M. E. Church... 100 
Macon, Mulberry St. M. Ch.8.S...... 10 00 
North Georgia Conf., M. oe Ch. Sonth. €8 12 
South oe us 178 20 
Savannah = a = 24 00 
IOWA. 
Cedar Rapids, Second Pres. Ch. §.5§.. 80 00 
ILLINOIS. 
Lyndon, Meth. Ep. Church............ 8 50 
Princeton, Cong. Ch. S. 8. for Bible 
SOTE 11) SMTMEV.. conc csh soc cescanaee 30 C0 
KANSAS. 
Beuiah, Meth. Ep. Church............ 6 00 
LOUISIANA. 
Robeline, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... . 5 00 
MAINE. 
Alfred, Cong. Ch. and Society........ 8 58° 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
Fail River, First Cong. Church...... 5 26 97 
Lowell, Kirk Street Church........... 138 00 
Spencer, First Cong. Ch. and Soc..... 14 50 
Warren, Congregational Church..... 5 00 
MICHIGAN. 
Holland City, Reformed Church...... 51 42 
MISSISSIPPI. a 
Bay St. Louis, and Pearlington Cir- 
cuit, Meth. Ep. Church........ emarists 9 60 
Black Hawk, M. E. Ch. South........ < 5 25 
Courtlandt, eae y KS SA 2 EERE SSO 5 00 
Providence Circuit, M.E. Ch. South.. 17 00 
1% 


Prairie, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... 
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MISSOURI. 
St. Charles, Baptist Church........... $0 60 
bs Jefferson St. Pres, Ch.... 15 00 
as Madison 8t. 1. . “4, 5 00 
MINNESOTA, 
Minneapolis, Cong. Church........... 5 00 
NEW JERSEY. 

New Hackensack, Reformed Ch...... 28 00 
Palmyra, Meth. Ep. Church.......... 2 00 
NEW YORK. 

Depaville, Baptist Church............ 8 83 
North Cohocton, Meth. Ep. Church... 8 00 
Phenix, Congregational Church..... 1 50 
Tottenviille, Bethel Meth, Ep. Ch...... 8 00 
NEBRASKA. 

Greenwood, Cong. Oban CA, shuns weitdt 2 65 
WOU Bendy Were ot ee eae 1 50 


NORTH OAROLINA. 


Charioite, Second Pres. Church.... .. 30 00 
Tryon City, Sunday School Class..... 5 85 
OHIO. 

Rome and Proctorvilie, M. E. Ch...... 4 00 
Wellington, Cong. Sunday School.... 5 00 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Snow Shoe, Meth. Ep. Church........ 2 00 
TEXAS. 

Decatur, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ 3 00 
Eastland, “ ee basting Sy =) 1 65 
VERMONT. 

Brandon, Meth. Ep. Church.......... 20 00 
WISCONSIN. 

Alta, Evangelical Lutheran Church.. 4 30 
FOREIGN LANDS. 

Mexican Border Mission Conference, 
Meth. Ep. Church, South............ 15 00 
$1,000 35 

GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. 

Auchineloss, Mrs. Elizabeth, New 
aM OFKC seis waste eledicahis «visas esp oye ae $30 00 
Allen, David A., Salem, Ohio......... 80 00 
Blakeman, W. N., M.D., New York... 80 00 
Brown, Rey. A., La Grange, Tenn.... 1 00 
Cooper, Mrs. Alvin, Jefferson, N. Y.. 5 00 

Collections through Rev, John 
Thompson, Dist. Supt., California.. 100 10 

Collections through Rev. George S. 

Savage, Dist. Supt., Headquarters, 
Menbacky sasscussmacceas setcitee rs .sis a 4 80 


Cox, Miss Lizzie, Comanche, Tex.... 50 


Dodd, Mrs. J. W., Shelbyville, Ky.... 1 00 
Fearing, Mrs. Maria, South Wey- 

mouth, Mass...... Randibe ciNhd'sss hele 1 00 
Gaylord, Rev. Willis C., Rochester, 

BN ASE Sormatenc 2g 3 Sear AOSD ne = an 80 00 
Hills, Mrs. Clarissa, Nashua, N. H.... 10 00 
Harris, Young L. G., Athens, Ga..... 100 00 
Henderson, Thomas A., Natchez, 

Missicerttiactelnacn sy tmenices ois oaecetine 20 
Hunter, Rey. Andrew, Little Rock, 

Asses 2 pero ata Whastasain aiplels afstaieis 5s Sale’ 5 00 
Harris, Rev. Benoni, ‘Arkansas 100 
Irvine, Martha H., Cochecton, N. Y.. 20 00 
Jones, Mrs. George, Granada, Miss.. 1 45 
Joyce, E. A., Vaiden, Miss........... r 100 
Kiersted, Maria A., Saugerties, N. Y. 80 00 
Lamke, August F., Milwaukee, Wis.. 40 
Murray, George, College Mound, Mo. 100 
Masterton, William E., Caledonia, 

AN EIN G seein c Be Soc So bose oon 100 
Murrell, Rey. Jesse, Buckesville, Ky. 5 00 
Norris, Sarah M., Mt. Pleasant, S. C.. 12 00 
Pedro, Joseph H., New York......... 8 00 


Public Collection at St. Charles, Mo. 18 00 
Presbyterian Synodical Female Col- 
\ Jege, Fnlton, MOs.c5 5.5.0 voce pone car's 6% 
Shibley, Samuel S., Shibley’s Point, 

IMOiv. oat auccitetaaatermiaaniace sfejeleivie sear 40 


Spratt, J. B., Sharpsburgh, Ky. 80 00 
Sayre, Brooks, Summit, N. J......-.. 5 00 
Thomas, Emily, Union Springs,N.Y. 10 00 
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Tibbals, Lewis P., New York 
St. Peter, Minn...... 
J.H., Cambridge, Mass...... 


Tredwell, J. N., 
Thayer, 


Union Meeting at Hazelhurst, Miss.. 
“ Port Gibson, Mies 


Me * Utica, 
oe “ Forest, HA 
i * Lake Charles, 


Winthrop, Robert C., Boston, Mass... 
Wead, Mrs. Mary K., Malone, N. Y... 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


Credited 


$710 60 


Credited 


as Donation. on Account. 


Alabama. 
Arapahoe Co., Col........... 
ATUIAMTA, Gi \clvlersice esas vesicles 
ATHODS, Galina cucactececeodenes 
Ackworth & Vicinity, Lowa. 
Adams Co., Iowa............ 
Ackley & Vicinity, Ilowa.... 
AGHMIS: COL Uliccccweswvie'es oe 
Arvonia Welsh, KS8.......... 
(ACHIT OO, MLO Ss mactdscleteiete s ciele 
Anoka Co., Minn............ 
Anson Co., N.C... 
Abbeville, SiC vis ccesvercce 
Anderson Co., 8. C.......0.6 
Austin, Texas.........cscceee 
Alderson & Vic., W. Va..... 
Brinkley, ATK. ... sdssefs see's ss 
Beadle Co., Dak 
Bon Homme Co., Dak....... 
Boone Co., lowa........0+0+8 
Brown Co., Il. 
Bourbon Co., KS8.......+.0085 
BLOWN, CO., KS. «ssecwsvesooe 
Benton Co., Minn............ 
Bates! CO.; MO. siwcedecwe sees 
Brooklyn City, N. Y......... 
Broome Co., N. Y...... Eeislelete 
Blount Co., Tenn........... 
Burnett Co., Wi8.........+006 
Calhoun Co., ATK.........0. 
Craighead Co., Ark.......... 
Central, ATK..:........s0ss0s 
Canaan Female, Conn...... 
Coweta Co., Ga...scceseeeees 
Carroll CO., G2 vo... ccceccses 
Cedar Falls, lowa........+++ 
Creston, LOWS v.27. 020s case 
Chicago Welsh, Ill........... 
Champaign Co., Ill.......... 
Chicago, ET sascscieacseme ame 
Coles Co., Ill 
Caldwell Co., Ky..........- ae 
Christian Co., Ky...0....s000 
Carroll Co., Ky....... aa idaeete 
Covington & Vicinity, Ky... 
Calloway Co., Mo..... Srittsico 
Oass' Co., MICH. cc. asecates S 
Crow Wing Co., Minn..... ab 
Cincinnati Yo. Men’s, Ohio. 
Charleston, S. C.... 0.0... 00 
Cooke Co., TeXas........0005 
Cameron, W. V2........-..6+ 


Clear Lake, Wis.......... OO) 
Dodge Co., Ga... .......0008 ae 
Du PageCo,, Tee. s..scse. 
Dubois Co., Ind....... Salen . 
Delaware Co., Ind........... 
Dearborn Co., Ind........... 
Decatur Co. Indiss0..%...0. 5 
Douglas Co., K8...........000 


Douglass Co., Neb.. .. 
EL Paso Cos\Col...c sess sexs 
Eatonton, G&........cseceeee 
Emmet Co., Iowa.. 
Edgar Co., Ill. 
Elgin, Ill...... 
Elk Co., Ks.... 
Essex Co., N. Y.. 
Fremont Co., Col...... 
Fort Valley, Ga............0+ 
Fayette Co., lowa........... 
Franklin Co., Mass.........- 
Freeborn Co., Minn.......... 
Fenton, MICHA ccigdecogecenan 
Floyd Welsh, N. Y........... 


eeeeee 


Peer eee ee enee 


arene eeeeeee 


3800 00 


5 00 


30 00 
80 00 


10 00 
105 53 


5 06 
383 00 


27 40 


$74 87 


12 22 
8 60 
14 42 
18 10 
35 00 
50 00 
30 45 
8 91 
40 00 
25 69 
44 74 
11 21 
84 46 
5 00 
6 81 
1% 
24 55 
28 99 
30 00 
50 00 
48 00 
83 09 
6 55 
21 10 
200 00 
16 66 
25 00 
21 62 
14 20 
39 45 
5 25 
15 7% 
3 00 
5 00 
60 88 
44 72 
20 00 
52 25 
25 00 
10 00 
27 00 
91 75 
48 52 
4 58 
43 65 
82 00 
5 07 
284 47 
230 00 
14 31 
87 53 
17 51 


35 00 


fe) BisLE SociETY REcoRD. Volume 34. 


6 
ro) 
i 4 Credited Oredited 
as ene Se Leen, as pabeicas Stoasete as Donutions ee é 
meted ; 49 1 S 42 48 Montague Co., TeX........0» 
Fostoria & Vicinity, Ohio.. $125 52 Johnson Co., NeD.,.......+6+ S720 8 86$42 fag 0., T : 2 
Gagisden, Ala aiterefalesieloteemte Cote $18 20 Johnson Co., Texas......-+. 27 97 Malden & Vicinity, W.Va.. $14 11 17 11 
Garland Co., ATK.........0+- 14.28  Kagson, Minn..........,..00 8358 New Bedford, Mass.......... 60 10 
Green Cox, MO... .seecccsceee 58 50 Kent Co., Mich..... 50 00 New Hampshire. a 815 29 
Goodhue Co,, Minn.......... 105 00 Knoxville, Tenn 100 00 89 44 Niagara U0; N. Ys:: a 68 &3 
Gare Co,, NED... .sccaecaweres 4 58 Lauderdale Co., Ala........+ 21 44 Newport Female, R.1I....... 5 ay 
Genoa; Ni. Ya ceencceuenieeete 80 00 Lonoke & Vic., Ark.........+ 41 05 Nashville, Tenn Nad tis cae mas kein ye 4d 
Guilford Co., N.C.......0.5. 9 45 Las Animas Co,, Col......... 18 60 Nayarroe Co., Tex. ae Ga 
Greene Co., Ohio 150 00 8900 Larimer Co , Col We acces 8 00 Ohio C 0., Ky sehen eee eee eees bi a 
Greenfield & Vicinity, Ohio. —-60 00 902 Lucas & Clev eland, Iowa... 1261 Olmsted Co., Minn... ees Pee 
Hempstead Co., Ark........ 8 00 , Lisbon, Towa........1.-+0e0 80 00 Pape eal pe ae sad si '300°00 
Hamilton Co., Ill.,........... G43 Map Salle Oon teu cnatpnsien ses 100 00 * Orange Co .. = 566 8 bre 4 
Huntington Co., Ind........ 1548" Tay on! OO. Kavindartes 2s ae vieie'e 22 12 DE A oes settee * si an 
Hodgeman Co., K8........+. 10& Lake City, Minn............. 80 0% Pierce Co., Ga... Spi eQoe rn 
Harrodsburg & Vic., Ky..... 60 00 3 28 Long Island; Ne Yece.scoscse 580 00 Pottawattomie Co., Iowa... aa 
Hennepin Co., Minn......... 717 14 Lorain C0.,OW10v...0ccceee ss 85 61 Plymouth Co. Towa......... fre: 
Howard & Vic., Minn........ 6 02 17 92 PAUPrens COs. Chess tees. e 11 75 Powesheik Co., lowa.. 3 
Harrison Co., Ohio.......... 82 58 Mt. Zion Church B. §., Ark. 2 85 Peoria Co., Ts geet as i m4 
Hancock Co., Ohio........... 86.08 Marietta, Ga...sescesccccosee 15 00 Park Co., Ind..,.....-..+..-++ 5a 
Haywood Co., Tenn......... 80 00 48 95 Macon (Bibb Co.), Ga....... 86 40 Porter Co., Ind. Fr calpindinie o's 
Hamilton Co., Texas........ 34 75 Magnolia & Vic., lowa...... 5 62 10 45, Pontotoc Co., Miss.. NF, aa 98 
Huntington & Vic., W. Va.. 50 00 Montgomery Co., Iowa..... 57 03 Pennsylvania. pe rsinsaen= ogee 2,462 53 
Ipswick, Dak..... .....-....- 55.00 Missouri Valley, Iowa. ..... 20 00 Pine Grove, Wis........--.-- 44 40 
Tda, Co., Lowa...........e5e0 3000  Massachusetts................ 57700 1,06000 Randolph Co., Ga...... we 
Indianapolis Female, Ind... 7000 Milford, Mass..............++ 5688 Rock Island Co., Ill. , 130 12 
Indiana Bible Association MArVIATIG saehemcscias scene ssitis 2,500 00 Randolph Co., Ill.. - 29 
of Friends, Ind............ 87.8% “Monroe Cou N.Y. ..sc.s 00s 25000 Rush Co., Ind.... Bi 44 
Tron Mountain & Vic., Mich. 15-00 McDowell Co., N. C.. 10 52 Rooks Co., Ks.. 5 22. 25 
Ponta OO. MICH S. . cess sass vate 121 47 Mercer Co., Ohio..... 4 21 27 RUG Y, COsg Aa Sat asses oieia's ind « 32 24 
Jefferson Co., Ala...........6 1 73 Mayesville, S.C...... ae 6 98 Robeson Co., N. Cc. la stad aloha. 36 06 
Jasper Co., Illi... ...cccieceee 4 82 Marlborough, S. C 17 00 Radnor Welsh, Ohio......... 58 91 il #4 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
Income Returns 
From Sales Sales re- 
Chureh Gifts Gifts from from f 
Legacies. |’ Gollec- | fom Aux-|from Inai-| S@¢8 Of | Teported |p taal Ported PY luissionary|Miscellane| Total Total 
tions, iliaries. | viduals, Bee Sea ey COLpors rust oreign | and other oe Transfers.| Cash. 
Donated. teurs. aaa Agents, eAMatiog! 
$ $ 
Cash,......| 5,208 70 | 1,000 85 | 3,632 13 710 60 90 58 340‘) 1,776 47 | 1,487 12] ...... 6 40 13,865. 75 
Transfers.) ...<.+ Joace OREO eters tates 138: Sd. |, C8. wate Fa ae Papelera 45 00 250 81 
Prom: Atxiliaries.ss0.c sce sss. veneer eee ace PA hee eee eae ie mine Cpe eRe nL ps 663 7% | 17,194 16 
Sees ENG ULAR i cis aie's $5 sw spats caOe aes ibs eis als/Saliaretrare Semen na Me tae oe eas sek Steet ae neeietoat cialasie Ce ee eres 120 42 3,561 12 
Sere ROMER, © os cielere,sscia'sis Tikiete cite ins ase Re misiaiots Sistine hp Ns es eidipis le aba agian peaanbotaneer eee Sates. ese Shales eis ehscggs > 1,550 79 
* Investments subject to Life Interest.......... Ree crtargiuccwash aceraee be cea Nes cigie Su ee is esses 1,305 00 
“British and Foreign Bible Society—Value of Books Received........ CeRSR He doMoCenaoce SF OU cIoOa 612 16 
See Drtist, Munsee sneer © peice ces A nisi cbigidiiocie cae Bisiea's. ale seid g ela anil a ee Selpea tenes Mee ee aia ere eee Ss 1,307 99 
me Inberest: on A valle ble SBI ashvas cud foe acs ient uerrunaieenieeccos mace me Sete nee Sei narcs ee area 4,545 82 
‘“« Alexander Campbell Trust—Interest.............000+-ssesceeecceees epi crguietelemiataeian ote ere crnyeisic seem aeeeee en 276 16 
“J. Burr Legacy Income.. ... PEON EI Aa te OIE EDIE TEAC AE EE seine uae EES AOE IAT Re 631 52 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
ga eA a a ee 2 Sr Le ERS Se Ld RE ee 
Depository | Sales of Waste | 
Sales, Retail Sales, kb Material: . Job Work, 
GAB fetes xacsiesipe oolsiee Bale - 2,662 12 606 97 Sie mziciente Soresinaiers pogcanne 3,269 09 
Tramsfers......+.. 27,196 67 | 485 70 teseeree old, «OM ei lps ereenieets 12 20 | 28,337 39 
Total egies inten) aaron ee en tees | 29,98h 52 
“ SS 
PEG HOGA DES. «05 s:0t sganggn obnsaiesunaontnacngen MuapaeMtark MANNS Oca ksss soeccohee wa Ate 47,508 00 
Cash Balance from kena iz cr tle ca cea cies 10,322 61 
N. B,—The amounts in I7ats0 type are not actual cash transactions, Pat ncaa payments Dy apart Inve the dierent fe ea 
Departments, to show the net result of each. | $57,830 61 
at) 
‘ 
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By peek: cole on sisilted .crgatted, Conley, Rey. W. M, C., Jacksonville, 
Raleigh Co., W. Va.......0. $900 $3652  Veedersburg & Vicinity, Ind. $2 BB, OB cco sires eae tepzeneecaneseeeN apse 
Ridgeway Welsh, Wis....... 9% 1428 =~ Vance Co., N. Curssseceseeees Gir; eaney: Mansa Haney eas fae 
Shelby Co., Ala....cccssesees 15 08 14% Vinge ees, 300 00 Cash, through Salesroom...,......++6 9 45 
Balna, Alas, cs... ccscc.cee see 23 00 Washington Co., Col........ 18,80)» pedis BanGay Sebo MED et iia a 08 
BNALOR, Ol.,.ccewsetvonieeas 25 00 Wauregan Bible Com.,, Ct... 1 65 eemeher, lewd: neta) hee. se 
pints CO Dak ck ck. cc wcinet 4 20 Washington City, D.C...... 125 00 Parker, Rey. Z. A., Dist. Supt., Ala.. 85 14 
SReTbYy Coy Owe: oo. seek 100 00 Ware GOs Gatien satis socal 14 00 Pleasant Grove Sunday School, Dak. , 8 60 
BHOlY Co., Too. sc ccscceenne 105 07 WOE Gis Decne tek karresie es 100 00 
South DeKalb Co., Il....... 8000 Winnebago Co.,, Ill.......... 63 45 ai 
St. Clair Co, TM. ........... 6000 = =-Warren Co., I...... eeeeeee 68 26 SALES REPORTED BY FOREIGN 
St. Joseph Co., Ind.......... $3 81 Wabash Co., Ind....... ..... 18 90 AGENCIES. 
Saws. Ks. vitesneesaes seers les 211 Warren Co., [owa....... Wace 85 02 Cuba: Amoneyy sicsc.rcesces eet wees §=— 858-90. 
= sie urs & Vicinity, Ky.. 25 55 Wayne Co., Mich............ 800 00 MOCO: AONE wesisevevissceswna reaps 1,378 22 
St. Louis, Mo.. ves eeees ee ene 300 00° = Warren Co., Miss............ 19 00 aus 
South Haven, Mich.......... 23 58 West Point, Miss............ 35 80 $1,487 12 
Stearns Co., Minn............ 42 37 Weeping Water & Vic., Neb. 19 00 11 83 MISCELLANEOUS. 
Steuben GOs Na Sarencnnnene 6000 Wayne Co., N. C.....cceeeeee 56 05 Sales by Colporteurs............s.00. $3 40 
South Seneca, N, aS RS 9 30 Williams Co., Ohio........... 85 6% FRGGAL SACK st itaree nine disleninaisiern etalelcisiclete 2,662 12 
Schoharie Co., INKY cntsisie sare 60 00 ‘Wayne Cos Oh10, .:..c.ceece 55 56 PERT OA LOR) aetsiaiesisiersjelowiers = ajeloieiieuereisiaye 8,561 12 
pprers Co., N.J. vests teesees 95 54 Wyandot Co., Ohio.......... 40 00 ROTA IS te eeiets niaelnie't ora.n'als oielalvitnle sisinyeinraielyieis 1,550 79 
Scribner & Vicinity, Neb.... 5 60 Wellsville and Vic., Ohio... 29 78 Income subject to Life Interest...... 1,305 00 
Balem, Ohio. 2. .....05..:... 19 25 Wood Co., W. Va.........005 4556 161 46 Income from Trust Funds............ 1,776 47 
Shawnee Welsh, Ohio Riots satahe 9 15 Wheeling & Ohio Co., W.Va. 40 00 Income from Available Funds........ 4,545 82 
Summers Co., W. Va........ 12 50 18 7 Western Washington, W.T. 4 00 Sales of Waste Materials.............. 606 97 
Tuscumbia, Ala.............. 2520  youngstown Welsh, Ohio... 426 Trust: FUNCS,..5.5..ccsecseccseeesscase 1,507 99 
Tazewell one D1 See ee 109 19 aaa! J. Burr Legacy, Income.............. 631 52 
Tompkins Co., N. Y.......... 34 81 $3,632 18 17,194 16 Alexander Campbell Trust, Income.. 276 %6 
Union B. S. of Warren Co., ; : MISCEMB NEOUS cicccle te pas os ce os aisiececes 6 40 
WT DORA SRR ee Sener 20 00 FROM SALES OF BOOKS DONATED. aS 
Union City, Tenn............ 88 55 Austin, Rev. W. B., Porter Springs, $18,234 36 
EPIRA Wie VB toc do ccses et 10 58 4 94 CPS ck rinia mele ieseeeaeaca cise « tells $1 10 
Vermillion Co., Ind.......... 2 05 Clevenger, Rev. J., Hotchkiss, Col.. 5 40 Total Receipts: a.jonccuscesiscwciedee dele $47,508 00 
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DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 


District | Colpor- Grants ' BIBLES. 
Sup’ts’ teurs’ = to Mis- 
4 : Foreign |. , B.S. | Miscel- Total Total 
Salaries | Salorics | agencies. |Stnesso.| Record. | laneous.| To Colport- |To Foreign] To Life | poostea, |Transfers| Cash. 
penses. penser, ietind age. Agencies. | Members. x 
By & $ $ 
Cash........| 3,052 42 Bsc 9,251 64/ 2,750 00) 140 29) 127 56 11 82 SEN SISO Stelaroiels 15,333. %3 
Transfers... Sie Garand aieiars Joes BES BTN Ve awe 4,930 70 455 95 816 90 3,510 37 10,072 19 
AuXiliaries— Value of Books Supplied, &C............... Roots, eo Agpraia Sie Fe sibicrsrstersmasl pias wiate meRGAriamees se. au ciatetos 15,082 78 
The Trade— bod tg we AO d eee REE issn Liccb aie Sah oe las ps es Mecmmmmenres sessleteinns nie OUOROL 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy Income.............. cece seen eee eee Paaie Ciaseiaisle is snares sieme Palenakees 71 90 
Bible House Expenses............ 5,0 bab ee EO ees a aiaid ERs aN S soos vier asioiels siiaueeeea weer BopEuc saceere Beas ancar se 1,881 48 
General Salaries and Expemses..............+.0+4+ sag ene ees FANGS eae ch ee os sen eee ane 1th 97 2,457 81 
Interest on Life Investment............. i AR et rt ooh ete ne te erie Dende Rreveorels Ptr scaoos so maeeitogce sa 2,358 50 
Trust Funds Invested............ Soauereecteste Way sie tiepenentes seccdeceeenees a catanane Recndnacaneemeo nase OuCS 5 1,307 99 
General Machinery...........+-- tbat ouetaheissesiia otayn ana) alvin’ aletaTacalelelolsishelosecelaso viele: slnis evejetuplaininisjeretastate state Tea mace aes Acai 
PHSECEE OM) DORN ans. nchace ss OFeeEeoeeren ae ceveeee snes 41 67 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
DEPOSITORY. 
Salaries mel 
f’ Buildin; en el a eee 
Wages. | Material. ee Repairs Machin’ry| and Ex- |" Boxes, | vajue of | Rooks sti: 
Expenses. | Expenses. & Tools. cuenece 4p Cartage, Books re- | Imported, 
pository| Postage, | turned. -|Duties, etc. 
Cash.......| 10,221 52 | 9,782 42 540 86 | 875 73 30 24 501 41 235 23 eee 205 70 sores 22,343 11 
“Twansfers..| wes. | wee Bae CR Pare ail] cs eae ee 200s 40 | 4,807 92 | 8088-27 
Total Transfers......-csceccecceccceccsccecseseccecessecssuceccerersenscrsecsceeessescess| 298K 52” ; 
“ Cash Disbursements......0scsceseseeccncecsercensseerenseceseuenseceeeacsesseresseer eres ents 45,728 79 
Cash Balance forward to Bea hiptbe SpRtSies iN je cba paeehie- Macon aA ORRONS sau Nese annca gegiess 12,106 82 
N. B,—The amounts in ITaLiIo type are “not actual cash transactions, but necessary payments by transfer as between the different | | $57 930 él 
”h : " i of each, ’ 


Depa sive to show the Reb result of 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D.............-- President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ Corresponding 
REV. ALEXANDER McLEAN, D.D........ Srchorniies: 
REV. ALBERT 8S. HUNT, DiDiw sec ne... 

WiLLLEAM POUL, dcccvecstsiviey 0 cjeice clsiaisetes siale'r se Treasurer. 
GALEB "Ts RO Wis dissents steecietssilecssissticcse General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to “The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.”’ 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to “The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” ; 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. No books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rev. Z, A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala, 
AD ICATISAS bro care aia cis heieis ai Seactoce Rev. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.,.......... Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 
- Oakland, Cal. 
Georela ssc .: scans teeta chee Rev. HERBERT P. Myrrs, 
Barnesville, Ga. 
PUL OS 9. Ap cae saa eee aeons oe Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
’ Princeton, Il. 
GIANNA ote ayes sce de arene cle Rev. W. J. ViGus, 
Wabash, Ind, 
MONS checcpetn aoe ae ana tee tee Rev. Jounw Hoop, 
? Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
SESAII BGs a5 /c Siie'e chee clan ae acceetan Rey. 8. D. StorRs, 
Topeka, Kansas, 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rev. Gro. 8S. SAVAGE, M.D. 
Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi....... - Rev. J. W. MCLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La. 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rey. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
. Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rev. Josaua T, EvAns, 
’ Minneapolis, Minn, 
BUSAOTL UN 22/3 spe heatee. cheek oat Rev. J. W. LEwIs, D.D., 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- ig Gro. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
TURIN rei y Abe eee caieintemoe tere Blair, Neb, 
NOW 2 NOVI Sota shane ste rene nove eee Rev. DAvip Boyp, 
Oneonta, N. Y, 
North & South Carolina........ Rev. THomAs H. Law, 
Spartanburg, S.C. 
Ohio....:.423 Ha sMetonve acuta s+eee.. Rev. E. S. GILLETTE, 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


Oregon, Washington Terr’y,) Rey. P. C. Herzhur 
Idaho, and Montana...... ne } : idaieoa Oregon. 


. Texas....... Sebaeies tes slates - Rey. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 
West Virginia........ 


Austin, Texas, 
s+treeeeees-Rov. THOMAS COTTON, _ 
Parkersburg, W. Va, 


BisLE SociETY RECORD. 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. XY, 


Volume 34. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shali 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum .of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. Y 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 


be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1889, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or lif ember of this Society 
may receive one copy free of nate by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 


tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 


Society. — Se { 
Three. copies will be sent, as heretofore, 


club rates; but the money 
the order. 


Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact by 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address... ><> | 


AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER, 


aoe t oY 


to the president, | 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit. 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 


should in all cases accompany 


